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pursuits  more  naturally  congenial  to   me  than  this
perpetual jaw to which I am listening day and night." *

Sometimes his Socialist hankerings flickered up again,
but his aversion from the Commons remained.

"I wish I could get you for some hours after 12 at
nigkt, with a warm fire and a good pipe and some of
Peacock's Ale, and talk over many things. I see the
need of so much work, and see so little the way of doing
it, as far as my appointed palavering department is
concerned, that I sometimes get into very low spirits
and want the sight of you to set me a-going again. . . .
I have no faith in the House of Commons, and that is
the plain truth and a very sad one." *

Even as late as the autumn of 1855, when his position
in the House was quite assured, he continued to rail
in his private letters against its " soul-destroying
atmosphere*11 His sense of duty, however, remained
unshaken. Writing to Hughes, at the beginning of
the recess in that year, he says :

" I need not say that I rejoiced to get clear of all the
wretched humbug of the Palaver, whose weary, useless,
unceasing talk had fairly sickened me. I suppose that
by the time it meets again, one shall be ready to begin
the treadmill once more, but it is very difficult to see
what good can be done in such an element. It is difficult
to imagine anything more unsatisfactory than the
looking back upon the doings of Parliament this year;
and if it were not that I become every day more and more
convinced that the work one is in is the work one ought
to do> I should be inclined to make my bow to the people

* Letter to Thomas Hughes, dated " H. of C., July 4th (1853),"
a Ibid., dated " H. of C., December 6th, 1853.'*